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INQUSITORS OF STATE

The word inquiry comes from the  «¢Cog when their eloquence escapes me,
word inquisition; and all official

inquiries are not rational, but Their logic ties me up and rapes me.”
inquisitional. Today, we stand upon i
the tortured bodies of all who have
gone before us and suffered
inquisitions. All societies are case
studies in inquisitional torture.
Western society is the product of
conflicting, emerging ideas that
challenged an existing status quo -
different historical eras of reactive
reasoning. Despite being attached
to past history, most are unaware of
the relationship between church and
state and the inquisitions that are
the foundations of modern society; ’
institutions of control that target /e .

and punish behaviors intended to change attltudes Yet rational changes in reasoning are reactions to
oppressive power and religious psychosis; and today there are reactions against the new inquisition of
state of who and what are terrorists or criminals.

Despite claims to the contrary, America is a tortured society of engineered morality — the social
psychology of neo Puritanism engaged in official inquiries as the basis of the business of war making. If
one reads the accounts of the justifications for torture by the Catholic and Protestant inquisitions, they
will see the obvious connection to the identical rationales used by government: e.g. that US Army
manuals on field interrogations and their rationales and techniques — are the same. * Despite armies of
rationalists of an age of modernity, we see the same medieval logic invoked by presidents as identical to
past Popes of the Church and monarchs of the state; institutions where the logic of the psychology of
interrogation methods and the moral, religiously based justifications were developed.

Before Christianity, innocence was superstitiously determined by one’s fate in a contest; with Christianity
there was a social psychological change, one could be judged by an inquiry of both human reason
informed by some notion of god. Ecclesiastical, inquisitional courts were first institutionalized by the
Catholic Church followed by the state — the king’s courts. Both church and state developed the right to
torture and seize property for the greater good. In 1252, Pope Gregory used the logic of defending a
version of god required the ferreting out of heretics identified by functionaries of the Church. Two
centuries later this was followed by the state in its oppression of the Jews in the Spanish inquisition of
1492; a state policy merging church and state. Later, the Roman Inquisition that oppressed Galileo was
the church trying to control the emergence of alternative published information; something that occurred
with the Gutenberg press that challenged the intellectual monopoly of the clerical church.

It was during this era of tension between church and state that torture and interrogation techniques of
official inquiries were developed. Heretics were tortured into confession, then punished by death;
followed by properties being confiscated by both church and state. Similarly, Protestants of England, led
by Queen Elizabeth | as head of church, built a modern surveillance state of monitoring public thought.

! Murphy, Cullen. God’s Jury, NPR, Marty Mos-Coane (January, 24, 2012). Hubert Kleinpeter asserted in Twisted Society — Engineered Chaos
(2010) that society was neo-medieval in its current state of institutional development.
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But in reaction, with a change from medieval towards rational reasoning, the arrival of the Age of
Enlightenment, crimes of monarchical states in collaboration with religion were toppled. It was the
emergence of The Age of Enlightenment — the age of scientific reasoning combined with an emerging
mercantile class that demanded a bill of rights - of human rights. It was also a reaction to the English
Kings’ Star Chamber wherein inquisitors of state tortured political and religious confessions not in synch
with state policies. With the emergence of the mercantile class in England and its migration to America, a
far off colony, it was difficult to control; so independence of the means of political and economic control
encouraged a challenge to the status quo demanding more rights.

Yet modern republics inherited the past institutional practices of church and state, and redeveloped their
continued use informed by the coldness of unethical scientific reasoning. Today, we have devolution
away from the mindset of enlightenment, and a reemergence of the merger between church and state now
engaged in a new crusade of the 21 Century. George Bush mainstreamed fundamentalist Christianity that
rolled back rational discourse and replaced it with the violent logic of medieval “ j ust war
Like Elizabeth | of England spying on former Catholics, today the need for the state to spy upon the
public’s thoughts, is driven by the old religious conflict between Judeo-Christianity and Islam. Like
America, fundamentalist Islamists also are mainstream politics. Like Pope Gregory, we see leaders
justifying war and torture with medieval doctrines. And similarly, like the church, we see government
trying to control information by classifying its veiled activities as state secrets. This attitude of control is
fearful of the unbridled power of the Gutenberg press of its time — the internet which phobic politicians
and bureaucrats want the state to censor as potentially terroristic.

Neo-medieval torture in the modern context has been institutionalized in the form of a prison industrial
complex based upon large scale violations of rights by the state with the age old practice of seizing
property of the condemned. Methods that entail humiliating, psycho-sexual rectum searches; dressing
prisoners in emasculating pink jumper suites; cramming individuals into compressed holding pens with
choked toilets; twenty four hour blaring lights; surveillance cameras at nearly all angles; and a constant
state of low level coldness chilling one to the bone. This description is the exact description of every

county jail in America. We live in an age of deadly words where technocrats, “[p] oets, priests and

politicians, have words$o say for their positionswords that screanfor your submission * Words of
the Constitution supposedly protect one from cruel and unusual treatment, yet in the social psychology of
puritanical America, such treatment is considered fair and normal. Since cruel punishment rationalized as
moral is the norm, the Bill of Rights, is a reactionary document to the truth that it is a list of a social
reality wherein violations of human rights is chronically normal. This state of mind is the identical mind
that rationalizes even more drastic methods against foreign enemies of state. In Guantanamo, hooded
prisoners shackled shown in smuggled out photos with descriptions of the dark bowels of dungeons
managed by inquisitors of state, is a case study of neo-Puritanism; her laws are not entirely rational, they
are compulsive, obsessed morality run rampant, the basis of constant war making upon herself and others.

With the passage of the Patriot Act, even a citizen can no longer count on being held seventy-two hours
before statute requires a leveled charge, now authorities can hold one ninety days; and even politicians are
proposing in legislation holding citizens without due process indefinitely if they are judged to be a
potential domestic terrorist. So — foreign enemies or domestic trouble makers will be treated the same.
What is the point of having political contract, the Constitution, if government in the vices of corruption,
violates its creed daily? Why would a citizen trust in a document that is worshipped, yet violated by
bureaucratic technocracies that claim to defend it? But twisting words with fancy legal language to
obscure criminal activities of state is the business of the Justice Department; so - “ whentheir eloquence

? Sting. De Do, Do, Do, De, Da, Da, D& police (1980).
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escapes you, thefogic tiesyou up and rapey o u®Truly, rape is a problem in prison that is officially
overtly discouraged as written policy, but latently tolerated, maybe even encouraged in prison practices?

® Ibid.
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