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THEATRICS OF WAR 

 

George Bush and Barack Obama 

sophomorically preached the virtues 

of war by citing the 12
th
 Century 

medieval “Just War” Doctrine of 

Saint Augustine. Perhaps leaders in 

their psychology, fancy themselves 

like Alexander the Great, who like a 

Prometheus, freed the Persian 

Asians from slavery.
1
 Yet I suspect 

the latest generations of presidents, 

men without personal experiences at 

fighting, all want to be a hero like 

John F. Kennedy combating and 

saving their men from the enemy.
2
  

Yet none of these leaders have any 

experiential understanding of a 

warrior code of honor in the 

purpose and conduct of killing out 

of duty  – unlike the Samurai, the Cheyenne and Sioux that killed out of obligation, or to protect village 

life. Without honor or the conduct of individual warriors who avenged injustice, our leaders sit 

comfortably across the planet and send out our impressionable youth to do their bidding, the 

killing for petty vengeance and economic empires.
3
  Unlike the individual warrior, modern war 

making requires gangs of armed men; and so war is nothing but gangsters lead by a Caesar; as gonzo 

journalist Richard Bolye commented to a US colonel’s threats in El Salvador: “You’re going to fit in here 

really well. You sound like another gangster.” 
4
  Yet ironically, these gangsters are awarded Nobel Peace 

Prizes supposedly refraining from threatening war while making war. And this mentality of killing as a 

means to a just end is largely supported by a confused public that has no idea of the truth and grossness of 

killing; who cavalierly advocate “bomb everything back to the stone age” while drugging their own 

anxieties and projecting those psychological demons onto others as diabolical enemies.  

Why is war an endemic part of human nature? Clearly no two things in nature are born equal or stand the 

same chance; so it is the survival of the fittest?  Perhaps our war making capacity is a natural expression 

of the forces of nature that we cannot escape. “What’s this war in the heart of nature? Why does nature 

vile with itself… Is there an avenging power in nature?”  
5
  But Christianity claims us greater than an 

animal nature. “Maybe all men got one big soul everybody’s a part of. All faces of the same man.” 
6
  

Alright then, if he is an angel then he must be a “Killer Angel.”
 7

  In Christianity it’s good or bad, no 

shades of gray, but Buddhism accepts shady human nature - rationally views that enemies can become 

friends, and friends enemies; or both can change to being indifferent; or the indifferent can become either. 

So God is known by his activities – and we are to suffer those paradoxical activities without solutions. 
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Are older tribal leaders truly wiser than youth? If that is so, why then do we seek the precocious one – a 

youthful leader wise in wisdom beyond their years. The virtues of war are the virtues of youth, bravery 

and courage, and they fight the wars. The vices of war are the vises of angry, old men, suspicions and fear 

- and they negotiate the anxieties of peace.
8
  Unlike the old angry men responsible for the peace, most 

good men wasted, but unhappy men who start out wanting some sort of part in a just war, but most 

rationally avoid it. “Happy men don’t go to war. They wait their turn and thank God, if their age or work 

delays it.”  
9
  Though despite the crimes by inexperienced leaders making unjust wars, still the virtues of 

individual soldiers holding each other up in the face of deadly reality can bring out the best and worst of 

the human psyche; and in the face of being crushed by machines the best in human camaraderie. 
10

   

 

Perhaps war making is God’s curse we are blessed with. If the virtues of youth are godly, then that is why 

Jesus of Nazareth was executed by roman authority. Now, old men claiming to be officials of the church 

of Jesus spread fear and superstitions. But, an organization is more important than a person; that is why 

they are called “strategic interests.” Where did such a mentality originate from? Organized religion is a 

tricky affair at politics; it’s called the contentious relationship between two institutions - church and state. 

The church works within the general framework of the state, but that capitulation also does not mean total 

surrender. During the Second World War, the Vatican was surrounded by the forces of Hitler and 

Mussalini, and many of their people were Catholic. Yet Catholics populated the Allied armies as well. 

The Pope had to choose between survival of an institution and those that perished in concentration camps; 

and so he silently chose the interests of the church. But if he really believed in God, how could any force 

on Earth crush the church of God?   

 

General Patton believed himself the reincarnation of the warrior spirit; he prayed to God to allow him to 

fulfill his destiny in vanquishing the enemy’s vile wickedness. 
11

 Richard Nixon loved the movie Patton 

and played it over and over in the dark bowels of the White House movie theatre; and I suspect it affected 

his reasoning when informing Henry Kissinger that he’d bomb the hell out of them [North Vietnamese] if 

Kissinger failed in his negotiations delivered through a barrel of a gun. Yet what these failed men 

schooled in the arts of diplomacy, never understood and practiced that if you want to make your enemy 

stronger – drive them with humiliation. America is the strongest today, “[b]ut one must never drive their 

enemy to despair, it makes him strong. Gentleness is better politics, it saps virility. A good occupational 

force must never crush, it must corrupt.” 
12

 That is why there are pacification schemes at placating the 

local natives smothered underneath an occupying force; yet if that better politic is truly gentle, then why 

do the natives still protest their prostrated condition? It fails, because it is corrupt! 

 

Yet strengthened enemies pray too while preying upon another tribe. The Allied armies invoked God, but 

so did Italians with their Pope, and German Nazi SS with their belt buckle engraved with the words “God 

is with us.” 
13

  All leaders have visions that require the harnessing of an alienated social spirit. As an artist 

Hitler’s vision was a nation as a repository of Germanic culture and art. He and his architect, Albert Speer 

designed cities that reflected ancient Greek and roman architecture and medieval cathedrals; because he 

knew that people need that.
14

  Gandhi of India also knew that religion and culture are politics. So, if that is 

true, then religion and culture can be dangerously harnessed to the state in the business of competitive, 

genocidal society building among the nations of humanity. It is the using of force - political authority, 

                                                           
8 Bolt, Robert, Lawrence of Arabia, Columbia Pictures (1962). 
9 Bolt, Robert, Doctor Zhivago, screenplay based on Boris Pasternak’s novel, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer (1965). 
10 Campbell, Joseph, The Power of Myth with Bill Moyers, PBS (1988). Mystic Fire Video (1997). 
11 Coppola, Francis Ford & North, Edmund, Patton, Twentieth Century Fox (1969). 
12 Ananouilh, Jean & Merrick, David, Beckett, Paramount Pictures (1964). 
13 Vilsmaier, Joseph &   Büscher, Jürgen, Stalingrad (1993). 
14 Eichinger, Bernd & Fest, Joachim, Der Untergang, Constantin Film (2002). 
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“and force…is violence. The supreme authority from which all other authority is derived…Naked force 

has resolved more issues throughout history than any other factor.”  
15

  

 

So - it boils down to the economics of empire building. “That’s war boy, trading real estate for men.” 
16

 

And yet the realist would remind us like the old man in the whorehouse who had seen many an invader, 

“surely we will come out on top again, if we can succeed in being defeated.” 
17

 So we must work within 

the narrow definition of democracy in America. Since we are always in a perennial state of war, then we 

must capitulate. So, in this democracy when on duty, when they say jump – then we salute; but when off 

duty, our free time, we then have the God given right under this religious democracy to dislike whomever 

we please. 
18

 And for those still believing that common merit counts more than birth or wealth, remember 

“democracy or monarchy don’t make no difference. Money talks, merit walks.” 
19

 But, nothing will 

change when whole societies are constructed around the business of maintaining the peace. Peace is bad 

for business, or so accountant Isaac Stern would advise us that militarist government is the economy. 
20

  

 

But what of the homicidal types left behind and the departed suicidal types? What of those left behind 

who have become addicted to substances to help the wounds suffered in the mind Drugs that are labeled 

illegal necessary to medicate the madness of legal wars? Why would combat veterans prefer the woods to 

human company? Man is both an animal and a god.  “There are two of you – don’t you see - one that kills 

and one that loves.” 
21

 It only makes sense that when a god on Earth is tortured by its own rationales, that 

our thwarted animal nature homicidally kills others and one’s self in suicide. Why is tribal man so war 

like and brutal? Why bother asking, because our Cheyenne Indian chief would counsel us “That’s the way 

it is?”  
22

 And that reality eventually rendered the red man into a state of misery imposed by the psychosis 

of a Bible, a gun and a bottle of whiskey. So we all have to die, or go crazy in some manner, but as long 

as we know that what comes out graves is the best part that went into the grave. 
23

 And what of men 

labeled crazy, yet who rationally hide from others – from society? After being brutalized by both enemy 

and their own state, they just want to find island for themselves. But no, there are experts with no 

experience at war insisting they have problems and need to be captured and reintegrated back into a 

society that they learned to hate. So, many bear another war scar – a hateful society calling them “bums.” 

 

Yet when comfortable, corrupt old men make the peace, someone must pay for their war crimes – and so 

“kangaroo courts” are commissioned to court martial, imprison, and if need be execute a few.  So as 

Major Thomas of the Boar War noted while defending soldiers from war crimes launched by leaders: the 

tragedy of war is that abnormal acts are committed by normal men.
24

  But the crimes of war, rape and 

murder do matter, especially when a war is carried out in the name of an idea. So, maybe the personal 

conduct of being tempted to be a killer angel on earth matters, “because since we might be dead at any 

moment, maybe it matters more than we even know.” 
25

  “Since the affairs of men rest still uncertain, let’s 

reason with the worst that may befall.” 
26

 God is responsible for our war-making nature; its psyche is like 

an ocean; calm one moment and suddenly turbid and rough. We are pulled by the astral currents of 

destiny when “[t]he planets change their courses for revenge. The birds sing not but sorrow for revenge. 
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 Shakespeare, William, King Richard III (1592-93). 
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The silly lambs sit bleating for revenge.”  
27

 But the planets are made of sand, and so are humans. In this 

world, a person by them self is nothing – and there’s only this world. Yet, though we grains of sand in the 

bowels of an artificial machine, sooner or later, enough sand will bring the machines to a grinding halt. 

                                                           
27 Shakespeare, William, King Richard III. 


